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LATIMER 


“But thou and have shaken hands, 
Till growing winters lay low; 
paths are the fields know, 
And thine undiscover’d lands.” 


hold true, whate’er befall 
feel it, when sorrow most; 
better have loved and lost 
Then never have loved all.” 


HESE words are applicable the 

temporal passing any well-spent hu- 
man life; but they have unusual depth 
meaning when considered relation 
the recent departure our beloved friend 
and faithful co-worker, Charles Bishop 
Hayes. the poetic words his loving 
widow, “It seems like strange dream—as 
though dear Charlie must come back 
from this last trip has done often 
before.” the spirit his genial personal- 
ity and noble example, Mr. Hayes indeed 
back with now and for all time. During 
his short but intensive career, won the 
confidence and affection innumerable as- 
sociates, blind and seeing, and inspired them 


with something his own indomitable 
courage dare and do, without expecta- 
tion material reward. 

After heroic struggle, which lasted 
over period several weeks, Charles 
Bishop Hayes, Field Director the Ameri- 
can Foundation for the Blind and Editor 
the Outlook for the Blind, passed away 
the home his sister Milwaukee, 
June 20, 1936. His passing, together with 
that his contemporary, Charles 
Campbell, last December, has robbed work 
for the conquest blindness America 
its two most dynamic personalities. Mr. 
Hayes’ social work training, his friendly dis- 
position, and his profound sense fair play, 
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fitted him singularly well for work among 
handicapped people. This fitness was en- 
hanced his varied experience, including 
close association with patrons and pupils 
alike private and public schools. His vir- 
gin faith the capabilities individual 
blind people continued unabated until the 
end. 

personal and official acquaintance 
with this gracious, self-sacrificing man, 
which began 1913, grew into sincere 
and abiding friendship. were closely as- 
sociated during the first four years his 
service Secretary the American Asso- 
ciation Workers for the Blind. was, 
therefore, intimately acquainted with, and 
participated in, every step that led the 
establishment the American Foundation 
for the Blind, and was essential fac- 
tor the subsequent development this 
national organization. Whether his ca- 
pacity Editor the Outlook for the 
Blind, Field Director the Foundation, 
Manager the Helen Keller Cam- 
paign, Mr. Hayes was generous and self- 
but the magic his management 
made the wheels run smoothly. 

benevolent turn, utilized his own 
home and talents the social adjustment 
one deserving blind person after another; 
nor did permit the enterprising news- 
papermen emblazon these philanthropies 
the columns their favorite journals. 
was our privilege, from time time, 
honored guest his home, know and 
value the wholesome spirit which pervaded 
the entire household. Courtesy without con- 
vention, deference devoid dictation, and 
atmosphere fraught with genuine esteem 
and affection, made this home singularly 
well adapted the social adjustment any 
deserving handicapped person. 

order that the reader may know some- 
thing his manner thought, present 
the following excerpts from article 
Mr. Hayes, written few weeks before his 
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last illness and published The Seer, May, 
1936. Speaking generally, Mr. Hayes 


Blindness physical handicap and only 
indirectly affects the mind and the 
But since the eye the chief faculty ob- 
jective perception, the absence its service 
modifies and limits the range information 
reaching the mind the individual without 
sight. But this handicap has been overcome 
poets, architects, mathematicians, novel- 
ists, statesmen, orators, editors, and scores 
workers the multitudinous vocations 
mankind. Blindness, then, not bar ac- 
oneself and others. But the sightless man 
woman must all the work and make all 
the preparations required seeing people. 
addition, she must meet and over- 
come all the handicaps which accompany 
blindness. 


the foregoing, Mr. Hayes recognizes 
that blindness imposes limitations upon the 
individual; but, asserting his faith, the 
basis facts, the ability blind indi- 
viduals surmount these limitations, 
places the responsibility for doing defi- 
nitely upon them. Given the minimum sub- 
sistence essential self-preservation, there 
reasonable ground for any human 
being, handicapped otherwise, refuse 
responsibility for his own share life’s 
activities. this point, Mr. Hayes says 
part: 

Though the blind cannot see the sunlight, 
they can feel and enjoy it, and this ought 
blind should measure their demand their 
own contributions. The deepest and purest 
joys life flow from within. Not what 
give, but what share, the measure 
our actual worth. 

The importance which Mr. Hayes assigns 
physical independence indicated the 

The socialization the blind inex- 
tricably interwoven with the problem 
movement, and can fully realized only 


proportion locomotion becomes free and 
normal. 
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CHARLES BISHOP HAYES 


social intercourse, there are many forms 
expression and group sentiment that the 
blind need understand; there are smiles 
and frowns, blushes and flushes, glances that 
welcome and glances that repel, well 
thousands silent forces that make 
large part life. look into the face 
your friend great privilege. Likewise, 
look upon the countenance one’s opponent 
recognize and utilize this power one the 
greatest handicaps blindness. This faculty 
observation and interpretation one 
the secrets personality. The blind should 
use every resource and every energy pos- 
sess it. 


Charles Bishop Hayes, son Franklin 
and Frances Ellen Hayes, was born Hub- 
bardston, Massachusetts, April 25, 1882. 
Receiving his early education the local 
schools, graduated from the Worcester 
High School and took his Clark 
College. After twelve years teaching, 
1901-1913, public, technical, and religious 
schools, took special training the New 
York School Philanthropy, now the 
School Social Work, and entered the 
philanthropic field which henceforth com- 
manded his time and talents. 

1913, Mr. Hayes organized the Brook- 
lyn Exchange and Training School for the 
Blind and served for more than four years 
its Director. While there, organized, 
1915, the first the educational exhibits 
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known “Weeks for the Blind,” which 
have been initiated with profit nearly 
two score American cities. was Executive 
Director the Massachusetts Commission 
for the Blind from 1917 1923, and served 
thereafter the staff the American 
Foundation for the Blind, Director In- 
formation, Field Director, and Editor the 
Outlook for the Blind. 

1917, 1920, and 1921, respectively, 
lectured work for the blind Columbia, 
Harvard, and the University Pennsyl- 
vania. During the six years service 
Massachusetts, was appointed one 
Governor another three separate com- 
missions for bettering the conditions 
handicapped people, and his work with the 
American Foundation for the Blind 
well and favorably known require 
further comment. 

June, 1912, Mr. Hayes married Miss 
Marie Gilbert, and their union was blessed 
two children, Gilbert and James. They 
are all musical and artistic. Mr. Hayes him- 
self possessed fine baritone voice and sang 
with more less regularity the Episcopal 
Church. 

have known Charles Bishop Hayes, 
knew him, have widened one’s social 
horizon, have deepened one’s faith his 
fellowmen, and have acquired stronger 
hold the eternal verities. 


~ 
7 
3 
4 
> 
] 


THOUGHTS FOR BLIND MUSICIANS 


his eyes for establishing his relation- 
ship with the world outside himself—he 
feels strongly that his very existence rests 
his ability assess situations every 
moment the day primarily through the 
agency his sight—that blindness appears 
him catastrophe which would leave him 
helpless. doubtless due his sense 
justice that, when thinking the blind 
general, driven contradictory con- 
clusion and therefore vaguely likes be- 
lieve that nature cannot deal harshly 
with human beings bring about blind- 
ness without offering compensations. Neither 
conclusion true. Blindness terrible 
deprivation, but the victim can nevertheless 
lead useful and happy life, given the 
appropriate conditions. Compensations there 
are none. every individual given 
large variety potentialities. Many these 
are cut off when sight goes. But, the blind 
man able direct his mental and physical 
energy into some those channels which 
still remain open him, may become the 
equal his seeing colleague particular 
sphere. may even become his superior 
the possession sight induced the latter 
distribute his efforts several directions 
rather than one only. There here 
question compensation. nothing more 
than what one has mind when one tells 
student spend more time with his books, 
instead enjoying excess “parties.” 
This false notion compensations 
likely have unfortunate consequences 
connection with the musical profession. Few 
laymen understand the difficulties. The very 
high standard proficiency required, the 


long and arduous years training, the rare 
personal qualities that are necessary, the 
severity competition for the relatively 
few prizes offered—all these combine 
make this profession one the most 
difficult and most heart-breaking. Yet the 
glamour which surrounds great artists forms 
allure which cannot resisted many 
who would find more fitting and more 
congenial place other occupations. 

What have said about the profession 
general applies even more forcibly the 
blind. The latter are not, often sup- 
posed, gifted with more musical ability than 
the seeing. true that isolated blind 
sicians have attained positions emi- 
nence, but this illustrates how dangerous 
generalize from the particular. This all 
sounds very pessimistic. Actually 
optimist, however, for believe that the 
blind musician could occupy far more 
prominent position the community than 
does. order that this may happen, one 
must endeavor approach, without senti- 
ment and without prejudice, the problems 
selection, training, and employment. 

have made the effort, and offer the re- 
sults others who have also thought about 
the problem, that they may compare 
notes. 

think would most useful begin 
from the employment end. is, after all, 
the employer who satisfied, and 
his requirements that must strongly influ- 
ence the type training given and the 
kind candidate selected. First all, 
let clear that there not “musical 
profession,” but number more less 
distinct professions. say “more less,” 
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because they occasionally overlap. Thus, 
playing the organ church distinct 
from playing instrument—even the piano 
—in dance band, shorthand-typing 
from journalism. Similarly there wide 
gulf between concert solo work 
turing. Yet think desirable that blind 
musician should seek after proficiency 
more than one branch the profession. 
well-known London musician not only one 
our finest concert singers, but also holds 
the post organist church, and lec- 
tures schools and evening classes held 
the London Education Authority. prob- 
able that would not able earn 
adequate livelihood any one these occu- 
pations separately, but the three combined 
provide him with substantial income. 

The bulk blind musicians Britain, 
probably most Western countries, are 
church organists. That they can perform 
what required them amply proved 
the fact that France boasts thousand 
such organists—be noted, churches 
where the highest demands are made the 
performer. Britain has some three hundred. 
What needed not only good and well- 
stored memory but also quick memory 
and high degree technical equipment. 
Moreover, fairly high standard pre- 
musicianship necessary. this mean 
the inclusion such skills extemporiza- 
tion, transposition, and the power think- 
ing two channels once. must not 
forgotten that blind musician should never 
take pity sympathy into consideration 
factor for securing work. That may suc- 
ceed some isolated instances, but, 
avoided, even here the performer must 
level with his seeing competitor. 
People are apt generalize, and one in- 
stance failure liable make prospective 
employers shrink from second experiment. 

The blind musician must always pre- 
pared meet the same demands those 


made the seeing, though that may 
different methods. should never expect 
receive special consideration account 
his handicap, though this may often 
accorded him. Here are few examples 
illustrate what mean. While playing his first 
voluntary church, certain blind organist 
was told friend, who happened 
the organ loft with him, that the vicar in- 
tended change the first hymn. The organ- 
ist did not know this hymn. Instead send- 
ing message the clergyman asking him 
keep the original arrangment, the 
organist asked his friend dictate the new 
hymn him while was playing. thus 
committed memory and was able 
play when the time came. another oc- 
casion the vicar suddenly announced 
alteration the choice the hymn about 
sung. Fortunately took just long 
enough giving out the new hymn, and 
announcing the change, enable the organ- 
ist find the place his braille hymnal 
and read through the music once—just 
enough for him commit memory. 
Another organist was asked play big 
Bach Prelude and Fugue church two 
days. was able memorize over-night 
bed, and was thus able practice 
time. admit that these are feats quick 
memorization, and not everybody who 
can perform them. Nevertheless, that 
sort thing that the blind man must aim 
at. For, oddly enough, even greater demands 
are made the blind than the seeing. 
the ordinary organist refuses have some- 
thing on” him, the verdict will prob- 
ably that the request had been un- 
reasonable one. the blind man does the 
same thing, the tendency ascribe 
his blindness, and thus mark down the 
efficiency such musicians whole. 

spite the theory that the blind pos- 
sess special abundance musical genius, 
there exists odd prejudice against the en- 
gagement these handicapped folk for solo 
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concert work. There feeling that pos- 
sibly player might not, when the time came, 
able keep his engagement, perhaps 
that the audience might distressed the 
sight helpless being the platform, 
who might even have accident before 
their eyes. That why the concert artist 
must the highest caliber hopes 
make good. More than that, even, must 
give the appearance complete “normality.” 
awkward manner the platform. There 
art even leading the blind performer 
onto the stage. must done unostenta- 
tiously, and the artist should give all the 
appearance seeing the public whom 
performing. One forgives clumsiness 
fine artist with sight; without that faculty, 
awkwardness lack “platform manner” 
once set down blindness, and creates 
uncomfortable impression—and people 
have right expect unadulterated enter- 
tainment concerts. goes without saying 
that (and this applies also, course, 
ladies—I use the masculine generically) 
must pay the greatest possible attention 
clothing and general appearance. should 
neatly, simply, and conventionally dressed. 
Some great artists affect some sort ec- 
centricity and, sad say, enhance their pop- 
ularity thereby. blind person can afford 
take that risk. 

prejudice exists against the employing 
handicapped concert soloists, even 
stronger where orchestral work con- 
cerned. This quite comprehensible. rule 
out participation symphony orchestras. 
But possible for certain blind persons 
take their place dance bands and small 
theater bands, where the requisite repertoire 
comparatively restricted. Several examples 
success these types “band business” 
have come notice. the present 
moment the National Institute for the Blind 
London training and equipping dance 
band some twelve fourteen players 
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which, when launched the end this 
year, promises among the finest the 
country. The men will fully equipped— 
they will have received the finest available 
coaching under one Britain’s foremost 
dance band conductors—they will have 
full repertoire and will 
abreast the times new dance music; 
they possess the finest purchasable instru- 
ments, they will all present pleasing appear- 
believed that this band will form stepping- 
stone for individual players absorbed 
into other bands. 

word may usefully said about one 
other branch the profession—namely, lec- 
turing. That blind lecturers music can 
thoroughly efficient has been recognized 
some our public bodies Britain. Thus 
the London County Council, the governing 
body London and its Education Author- 
ity, regularly employs number blind 
lecturers for its evening classes. The quali- 
fications for these posts are identical with 
those required the seeing, and need not 
enumerate them here. Nor propose 
say anything about the most important side 
the musical profession—composition. The 
situation here well known. 

does not, course, follow that, because 
blind musician fully equipped occupy 


cessity find opening. Even good times, 
competent seeing musicians quite commonly 
find hard struggle gain tolerable 
livelihood. One the reasons for this 
that professionalism and amateurism merge 
imperceptibly into one another. The study 
music necessary part liberal educa- 
tion. The temptation use professionally 
what was originally intended culturally, 
too often too strong resisted. Thus the 
profession becomes overstocked, unfortu- 
nately large extent ill-equipped and 
mediocre exponents, who are nevertheless 
able absorb part the available work be- 


cause 
sections 

ceed, 
busines: 


someon 
notable 
hope 
“push” 
this 
France 
vacant 
comes 
eminet 
tion, 
tion 
purely 
why 
great 
count 
iar, 
dice. 
the 
them 
blind 
platf 
been 
for 


ists 

also 
certs 

the 


THOUGHTS FOR BLIND MUSICIANS 143 


cause the lack discrimination large 
sections the public. 

will apparent that, order suc- 
ceed, the blind musician must either possess 
business ability himself, able induce 
someone else steer him towards possible 
engagements. rule, though there are 
notable exceptions, blind artist cannot 
hope succeed unless has the active 
backing some organization which will 
“push” him. give one admirable example 
this: The Association Valentin Haiiy 
France constantly the look-out for 
vacant church organ posts. When vacancy 
comes its notice, immediately sends 
eminent blind organist the church ques- 
tion, with the object persuading the priest 
allow him take service. this 
invariably carried out with complete success, 
impossible for anyone raise objec- 
tion against blind applicant for the post, 
purely account his blindness. That 
why many blind organists have secured 
positions France. convinced that 
great deal could done, least the 
countries with whose conditions famil- 
iar, the direction breaking down preju- 
dice. One method doing this dispel 
the fear the unknown. people are 
afraid engaging blind musicians, then the 
best way overcoming that fear let 
them hear and see thoroughly competent 
blind artists, capable presenting ac- 
ceptable appearance, both off and the 
platform, often possible. This fact has 
been recognized the National Institute 
for the Blind London. sets aside sum 
money, annually, help first-class recital- 
ists appear recognized concerts, and 
also assist teachers give students’ con- 
certs which would advertise the ability 
blind musicians teach. 

the above rough analysis the pre- 
requisites for successful career correct, 
certain consequences follow with regard 
the education which professionals should 
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have enjoyed, and the kind person who 
alone should not discouraged from study- 
ing for the profession. have put this 
negative form, for the difficulties the pro- 
fession have convinced that instances 
where encouragement would appropriate 
are not common. 

goes without saying that the student, 
who should chosen because his talent, 
general ability, and chances success the 
part the country where will domi- 
ciled, should receive good musical educa- 
tion. That seems obvious, but must 
remembered that special circumstances may 
modify the ordinary conception “good.” 
must necessity take large part 
his studies school for the blind, since 
should become thoroughly home 
braille methods. the same time, the fact 
should not neglected that will have 
spend the greater part his earning life 
the world the seeing. should, possi- 
ble, receive part, and preferably the latter 
part, his training one the ordinary 
conservatories music. will there knock 
against his future colleagues—or competi- 
tors—and will have opportunity ac- 
quiring, addition his technical equip- 
ment, some knowledge the outer world, 
and, perhaps, little more savoir faire than 
school for the blind. 

all practicable, the student should 
become proficient his “second subject.” 
Thus, organist may find his knowledge 
the trumpet very valuable later life. 

Nor should general education and hobbies 
neglected. seeing musician may nar- 
row one-sided, and yet reach the top 
the tree. blind man cannot afford ig- 
nore any means whereby himself may 
become social asset. Success only too often 
depends social popularity. any case, 
the blind musician should possess general 
culture, should able take part 
general conversation and should possess 
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some hobby, not only for his own amuse- 
ment, but because once affords link 
with other like-minded people who may 
subsequently aid him his profession. Here 
again must emphasize the need for bring- 
ing the musician fastidious about 
his appearance all times. 

From what have just said, follows 
that the student’s life must strenuous 
one. His day must well planned, order 
prevent waste time. recognized 
that any student must practice his principal 
instrument for least four hours day, 
order become really good player. 
blind student must, however, spend much 
more time than the seeing, for com- 
pelled commit his music memory before 
can begin his practice—the seeing student 
memorizes practices and, any case, 
does not need commit exercises mem- 
ory. The teacher should, therefore, 
great pains cut down minimum the 
memorizing material transient value. 
Thus, where the composer particular 
study may have elaborated basic idea into 
tuneful work, the teacher blind stu- 
dent should rather extract few bars con- 
taining that basic idea, and make the pupil 
practice them various keys. This would 
have the double advantage reducing time 
and effort memorizing, and affording 
practice transposition and the use 
awkward fingerings. 

must always borne mind before 
deciding musical career for blind 
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child, that large spheres will virtually 
closed him. The case one world-famous 
violinist have mind the moment 
typical. fine concert soloist; has 
famous string quartette; the leader 
the opera and Philharmonic Orchestras 
the capital which resides; the 
principal violin teacher the 
public examiner; gives private 
lessons. Each these activities fosters the 
rest, and would not consider the income 
derived from any one them adequate. Yet 
blind artist could conceivably participate 
all this work. 


Those who wish take music 
profession should possess real talent; 

They should through strenuous train- 
ing, possible, more than one branch 
the 

This training should obtained partly 
music school for the blind, partly 
ordinary conservatory for the 

Special care should taken not waste 
time over unnecessary memorizing 

General education, culture, 
ity,” and the possession hobbies assist 
gaining social contacts are highly de- 

Business sense, coupled with some capital 
or, least, the patronage some organiza- 
tion which will interest itself in, and ac- 
tively secure post engagement for, him 
essential. 
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THE “SEEING EYE” GOES COLLEGE 


Mary Dranca 


YOUNG man cap and gown came 
walking swiftly down the steps the 
administration building great eastern 
university during the Commencement cere- 
monies, last June, holding big dog and 
singing sped. seemed happy, 
carefree and independent went, that 
visitor turned look him more closely. 

The youth was blind. 

was only after the realization this 
that the theme the song which the blind 
man sang crashed home against the con- 
sciousness the onlooker. The boy was 
singing Couldn’t Believe Eyes.” The 
visitor was impressed this that 
wrote letter about the school “The 
Seeing Eye, Inc.,” Morristown, New Jer- 
sey, where guide dogs are trained lead 
the blind, and the blind are taught use 
them. 

But that one boy who was graduating 
from old and renowned New England 
school was only one nearly score 
blind college students who have found new 
independence and aid the obtaining 
college degree the last few years, 
through ownership “Seeing Eye” dogs. 

Graduates The Seeing Eye school have 
attended Harvard University, University 
Virginia, San Francisco College for Women, 
Westminster College, Hobart College, Syra- 
cuse Law School, St. John’s College 
lyn, Y.), Vanderbilt University, River- 
side Junior College, University Pittsburgh, 
University Washington, Brown Univer- 
sity, Radcliffe College, University Cali- 
fornia, Newark University, and the Uni- 
versity Pennsylvania. 

Some these have gone the higher in- 


stitutions learning without break from 
high schools, academies, and institutes, but 
here and there have been pupils who had 
left school years before, and had never in- 
tended college until the possession 
one these “Seeing Eye” dogs gave 
them courage with the business 
education. They had not wanted stand 
about campus, waiting for some human 
hand guide them. 

This feeling some the blind, 
deterrent pursuing college course, has 
been expressed letter The Seeing 
Eye from one its graduates, who now 
finds himself able not merely study 
big university, but fishing the lakes 
Maine off the Cape Cod coast the 
summer with his guide dog companion. 


“You can have idea,” wrote, “of 
the horror the utter dependence the 
blind person obliged ask for help every 
turn. This particularly awful for young 
men college surrounded boys their 
own age. Personally would have found 
impossible through college without 
guide dog. She has made possible for 
lead normal and active college life. She 
has made completely own master, 
giving the happiness absolute free- 
dom and independence, and making through 
herself many friends should not otherwise 
have had. Having ask continually for help 
most irksome and difficult, and constant 
source danger one’s friendships. Most 
blind young men, believe, realize this in- 
surmountable difficulty, and would rather 
not college than face this situation.” 


One the principal values the Seeing 
Eye dogs the blind the colleges, has 
been learned, help their owners 
and companions the making and keeping 
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friendships. One these students ex- 
pressed this way Morris Frank, the 
first blind American use one the dogs 
and take one college, and now officer 
The Seeing Eye: “Before had dog, 
was blind. Now I’m just ‘the fellow with the 

has been found that persons with nor- 
mal eyesight have found easier make 
friends with blind students because the 
dogs their company. “Nice dog you got 
there, fella,” easier way start con- 
versation than offer help blind man 
across street. The ownership the dog, 
too, and the fact that these guides are ad- 
mired many the seeing inhabitants 
the college campus, help increase the self- 
respect the blind student. Instead 
arousing sympathy, becomes campus 
figure. has normally social disposi- 
tion, asked take part the football 
parades, card games, and other extra-cur- 
ricular college activities which make 
large part undergraduate life. 

Since the advent the “talkies,” going 
motion pictures has been amusement 
the blind well the seeing. The 
blind, like others, prefer going the movies 
with company. Blind students have written 
that they are included more parties 
movie-goers, these days, when they can 
have their dogs guide them, than when 
some other member the undergraduate 
party had take care them. 

this new freedom and extension 
powers that has encouraged persons far be- 
yond the normal undergraduate age essay 
college course. One the Seeing Eye 
graduates, who attended the University 
Pennsylvania, was thirty-five years old. 
had started college when was 
twenty-one, enrolling freshman, full 
hope and ambition. had not anticipated 
the difficulty would encounter going from 
class class, and his utter dependence 
hired human guides. quit the end 


year and did not return for the next four- 
teen. 

Some these blind students, guided 
their dogs, obtain high college honors, both 
their studies and the student activities, 
The Seeing Eye graduate small eastern 
college was one the leaders his Fresh- 
man class last year, scoring three A’s and 
two B’s his studies. joined one the 
college fraternities, and went through the 
normal Freshman chores about the frater- 
nity house, sweeping the snow from 
walks the behest the upper classmen 
and asking odds because his physical 
handicap. had the ability and time, too, 
take part debating. 

Here are excerpts from one his letters 
The Seeing Eye. 


have been fortunate enough the third 
Freshman the history the school 
make the debating team, which varsity 
work must devoted all leisure. 


Attributing some his success his dog, 
Patsy, wrote: 


especially snowy weather that ap- 
preciate Patsy. she were not with me, 
fear could not get very far through the 
many drifts snow. tell the truth, she 
has often performed the extra-curricular 
service holding when ice and 
gravity united for the sole purpose effect- 
ing downfall. Recently she lay quite 
quietly behind chair the stage during 
debate about the limitation the power 
the Supreme Court empowering Con- 
gress over-ride the five-four decisions 
that mighty judicial body. all seemed 
enjoying life. 


The girl graduate The Seeing Eye who 
has been attending Radcliffe was said last 
year one the most versatile girls 
the college. She was reporter for the col- 
lege newspaper, played the orchestra, and 
was member the college debating so- 
ciety. She found her way without difficulty 
around the campus, the tortuous streets 
Cambridge, into Boston for concerts. 
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THE “SEEING EYE” 


The problem keeping these dog guides 
college presents different aspect from 
that keeping them home. College au- 
thorities, once they have seen the dogs 
their faithful and intelligent labors, have 
welcomed them. two colleges, blind stu- 
dents applying for admission, have been ad- 
vised the deans obtain the Seeing Eye 
dogs, that they might take more normal 
part undergraduate activities, and thus 
get the most out campus experience. 

The Rev. Roche St. John’s Col- 
lege, Brooklyn, who witnessed the help 
which one the Seeing Eye dogs was giving 
blind student there, wrote that the ani- 
mal had somewhat better manners than 
some the students, and said believed 
she was learning quite much some 
others. “The authorities are delighted with 
her behavior classroom,” said. 

student the University California 
wrote The Seeing Eye that, through the 
aid his dog, was able get back and 
forth regularly between the campus and the 
home music teacher Oakland, 
fornia, eight miles away. her feats 
the campus, wrote: 


have swimming pool here, located 
down canyon behind the university. 
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order get there, necessary zig- 
zagging all kinds directions. The last 
time Trixie took over the route was nearly 
year ago, but last Thursday she took 
once more over that course without hitch. 
She had find little path the side the 
hill. another spot she had pick one 
three paths. peculiar thing, but she 
seemed know where was going soon 
started out. 

never have trouble finding rooms, 
and never have worry about sitting 
the wrong seat. About the campus she the 
most popular dog you ever saw. She has 
more admiration thrown her way than any 
other two three girls put together, and 
appears enjoy her position the campus 
belle. 


Because their being among the first 
group young people use these dog 
guides, and because their training the 
colleges, some the blind students see 
greater significance what they and their 
dogs than others. Such student writes 
follows: 


The present situation the blind this 
country complex and unsatisfactory 
that its future improvement rests with the 
young blind today. They must take 
this great burden, and without their college 
education they will not able cope with 
the problem. For them, the Seeing Eye dog 
the only answer. 
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now more than year since the So- 
cial Security Act was passed and more 
than eight months since the first Federal 
payments were made under the Act the 
various states. seems appropriate, there- 
fore, make some inquiry how the 
Social Security program, and particularly 
the program for aid the blind, has affected 
the blind people the country. 


must recognized begin with that, 
the time the Social Security Act was 
passed, there was state which had effect 
program relief the blind which met 
all the requirements set Title the 
Act. few were able make the necessary 
changes their procedure means ex- 
ecutive rulings changes the existing 
regulations, but most cases legislative 
amendment was necessary. some states 
special sessions the legislature were called 
act such amendments; others the 
program was held over until the next regular 
session (usually set for 1937). 


August 1936, state plans for aid 
the blind had been approved the Social 
Security Board for the following states: 
Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, District Columbia, Idaho, 
Indiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Mexico, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Utah, Vermont, 
Wisconsin, Wyoming. The ap- 
pended table shows the payments made from 
Federal funds the states for the month 
july, 1936. 


Four the states named above—Arizona, 


New Mexico, Oregon, and Vermont—had 
specific program for relief the needy blind 
before the Social Security Act was passed, 
and the District Columbia law, though 
drafted previously, was not enacted until the 
passage the Federal act. the other states, 
blind relief measures were already effect, 
but certain changes, either the laws 
the administrative regulations, were neces- 
sary order enable them qualify for 
Federal aid. 


making these changes there has been 
tendency separate the administration 
financial aid the blind from the construc- 
tive programs medical service, vocational 
training, and employment, usually carried 
state commissions for the blind, and 
handle along with old age assistance and 
mothers’ aid. This variance with the 
generally accepted attitude workers for 
the blind that relief for the blind most 
satisfactory when administered part 
the total program for the welfare those 
without sight. 


The question now arises what effect 
these developments have had the states 
which have conformed the Federal plan, 
(1) the organized work for the blind, 
such employment, home teaching, and 
other activities, not subsidized the Federal 
government, and (2) the blind people 
these states. have therefore asked this 
question representative workers for the 
blind and some the blind people the 
states question, and excerpts from their 
replies appear below. hope publish 
further replies future number. 


q 
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AID THE BLIND, JULY, 


STATES PLANS APPROVED THE SOCIAL SECURITY BOARD AND ADMINISTERING 
FEDERAL 


Data reported the official State Agencies the Social Security Board 
(Corrected August 31, 1936) 


States with plans approved the 
Social Security Board and admin- 


Number Total payments 


istering Federal funds individuals individuals Average per 
recipient 
receiving aid during the month? 

Total for States reporting $584,610 $26.27 
710 22,950 32.32 


Not available. 


from Public Assistance, Vol. No. courtesy the Social Security Board. 

Amount paid recipients from Federal, State, and local funds, administrative expenses excluded. 
Report not yet received the Social Security Board. 

payments for aid the blind reported July due change accounting procedure. 


Preliminary figures subject revision. 


COMMENTS FROM WORKERS FOR THE BLIND 


The Social Security Act, applied 
Massachusetts, has not brought about many 
serious changes. Unquestionably the Federal 
Funds being made available has enabled 
liberalize our policies great extent, 
making larger grants our people. The indi- 
vidual blind person, however, who was not 
eligible before the passage the Social Se- 
curity Act, would not eligible present. 


also think that time will able 
secure more money our State appropria- 
tion for other purposes, will need less 
for relief. this works out, feel that 
will, will furnish opportunity extend 
some our other activities. 

One feature the bill, which not 
approve the fact that are obliged 
turn over the Old Age Assistance Depart- 
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ment all our cases that are more than sixty- 
five years age, the age limit Massa- 
chusetts now being sixty-five years. The 
reason for this that the Old Age Assistance 
law mandatory, while our law simply 
permissive. 

present there much red tape, and 
opinion, many unnecessary reports 
fill out, but course know still its 
infancy, and believe will straighten itself 
out short while, and things will run along 
more smoothly. 

Massachusetts 


The effect the Social Security Act upon 
the New Hampshire Blind was two-fold al- 
though rather early predict what effect 
may have upon the work for the blind 
the future. The New Hampshire laws pro- 
vided for aid the blind the amount 
thirty dollars per month prior the passing 
the Social Security Act, but inasmuch 
funds for the carrying out the New Hamp- 
shire Blind Aid Laws were somewhat limited, 
the blind aid granted some cases the 
County Commissioners was not sufficient 
properly care for their needs, therefore, with 
the coming the Social Security more 
money was available carry out the hopes 
and aspirations the blind aid laws New 
Hampshire, and glad observe that 
liberal increase being made our County 
Commissioners behalf the needy blind. 
This has had healthy effect upon the blind 
their relations with County and State 
Officials. 

The blind feel that their problems are now 
being seriously considered government 
officials responsible for the carrying out 
this Social Security Act. This act has been 
given considerable publicity and therefore, 
has brought many cases our attention 
which otherwise would not have known 


about and has given the opportunity 
get acquainted with great many more blind 
people than hitherto had record. 
have been able contact them and give 
such advice and suggestions would make 
their lives more livable. Our workers have 
many cases engaged these blind people 
some handcraft adaptable their particular 
qualifications. all hope that the Social 
Security Act will permanent institution 
and possibly broaden its scope include 
more our people who are suffering with 
defective eye sight which, with some financial 
assistance could many cases remedied 
arrested. 
James RIDDERVOLD 
New 


was not until June 29, 1936, that Cali- 
fornia was advised that the State plan for 
blind aid was acceptable the Social Secu- 
rity Board. you know, the participation 
the Federal Government the blind aid 
program will not change the amount aid 
allowed under the State plan. Blind aid 
California will still administered ac- 
cordance with the needs the blind indi- 
vidual fifty dollars per month pro- 
vided the Blind Aid Law. However, the 
Federal Government will reimburse the State 
and counties for one-half the amount 
aid paid thirty dollars; the State and 
counties share equally the payment the 
other half thirty dollars well sharing 
equally the payment any amount aid 
paid the maximum fifty dollars per 
month per blind individual. 

The residence requirements for eligibility 
for those who became blind while not resi- 
dent California has been reduced five 
years out the last nine, instead ten years 
residence California formerly required. 
This change was made the California State 
Law conform the requirements the 
Federal Social Security Act. 
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might state also that during the past 
six weeks, have had recommendations for 
increases amount blind aid from various 
counties throughout the State. 

Mrs. OVERHOLTZER 
California 


little early forecast the effect 
the Social Security Act Legislation upon or- 
ganized work for the blind and the blind 
themselves Indiana. 

Considerable time has been consumed 
setting organization for administering 
the Social Security Act and very few, any, 
have received assistance awarded under this 
act. The only benefits paid the blind 
Indiana have been under Indiana’s only 
Blind Pension Act which became effective 
January 1936 and was subsequently 
repealed. Since that time number have re- 
ceived benefits and continued receive as- 
sistance under the new blind assistance law. 

This assistance has improved the living 
conditions some our more needy 
destitute blind; but the blind who are self- 
supporting who are barely able earn 
their support complain that the effect the 
pension has made more difficult for them 
because the general public cognizant 
assistance being granted and naturally as- 
sumes that all blind are being assisted and 
are less ready patronize them than before 
the blind assistance law was enacted. 

Indiana 


majority the counties have set 
pension boards and one-third one-half 
the counties are employing special investi- 
gators who for the most part are trained social 
workers. This program will doubt grad- 
ually include increasing number the 
counties. Although too soon our case 
measure the results, believe will 
able co-operate with these trained investi- 


gators much the advantage the blind. 

There tendency the part the 
blind, take the Old Age Pension rather 
than the special aid for the blind. Wis- 
consin according law the choice lies entirely 
with the blind. Whether the tendency take 
the Old Age Pension will materially increase, 
not predictable. 

feel sure that the average pension granted 
the blind has decreased even since January 
and will decrease somewhat more. Further, 
have doubt that the number receiving 
pensions will fall off least per cent. 

Wisconsin 


our allotment Federal money was 
not received until June has been possible 
for send out only three checks far. 
not feel that this short time gives 
sufficient data which base any conclu- 
sions the effect the Social Security 
Act upon our work. are hoping that 
will not decrease the amount money re- 
ceived the Vermont Association for the 
work, but our yearly solicitation funds 
has not yet come close cannot 
sure this. 

CRAMPTON 
Vermont 


There is, course, the immediate reaction 
the part the general public which in- 
variably follows the institution relief 
program for any group persons. This 
the expression feeling that now the whole 
problem the group has been settled through 
the granting subsistence allowance and 
that nothing further needs done about 
the problem. Steps have been taken the 
private agencies Pennsylvania and the 
Council for the Blind counteract this 
erroneous conclusion. 

SINCLAIR 
Pennsylvania 
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COMMENTS FROM BLIND PEOPLE 


the time the change came me, Sep- 
tember was receiving both benefit from 
the Old Age Assistance and fifteen dollars 
month from the Massachusetts Division for 
the Blind. The change took away fifteen dol- 
lars and added six dollars making thirty 
dollars month now receiving. pres- 
ent income very small, the change not 
pleasant one. trust have made this plain. 

Massachusetts 


like the new plan better than the old one. 
was getting twenty dollars month, which 
two hundred and forty dollars year from 
the Division for the Blind, and now 
getting five dollars week which two hun- 
dred and sixty dollars year, with the under- 
standing that get little more the 
fall. Massachusetts 


Indiana, the state law did not into 
effect until March, 1936. did not get 
first check until then, and not know 
anyone else that did either. was very well 
pleased with the amount that received. 
received twenty dollars per month. some 
rug weaving and chair caning, and therefore 
make little money myself. live with 
aunt the twenty dollars helps great deal. 

June received the application blanks 
for the new pension under the Social Security 
Act. filled them out, and after the inspector 
was here, received statement saying that 
would receive twenty dollars month, but 
cannot say that coming yet from the 
county welfare, who understand ad- 
minister the pension through the Social Se- 
curity. September check came from the 


Note: have agreed not publish 
the names and addresses the blind persons whose 
comments are here quoted, but each statement 
taken from signed letter file the offices 
the American Foundation for the Blind. 


State Auditor just the same all checks 
have come since the first March, 
not know yet whether all settled 

will say this, that although have applied 
and receive benefits, scarcely seems 
fair that blind person old age person 
receiving pension, who has property and 
has always paid taxes, has sign his right 
his property away when others who not 
have anything and never have had anything 
get theirs without any strings tied it. 
seems there should some different sort 
provision made there. 


Indiana 


The law, believe has maximum allow- 
ance thirty dollars per month, but this 
graded according the discretion the 
management and the average allowance, 
told, about seventeen dollars month. 

learn, one strong objection that the 
law requires the applicant turn whatever 
property may hold the State grant 
allowed. Although they may have merely 
humble cottage, few are willing this. 

Indiana 


its face the new statute looks like 
but the whole the same old fault with 
local administration. has always been this 
way, and our greatest need now law 
compel the social bureau follow the letter 
the law reads. The visitors are little 
snips inexperienced girls who have never 
learned the meaning the simple word “hu- 
manitarian.” They persist labeling all our 
applicants paupers and impose them 
every chance they get injustice. In- 
stead allowing the full legal amount they 
undercut the figure low ten dollars 
month and expect the beneficiaries live 
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are thus deprived our rights and there 
help for it. political offense that 
cannot overcome and our blind people are 
almost universally mistreated. Only per 
cent our blind get any relief all under 
this modus operandum, and has always been 
this way. The State Legislature will noth- 
ing correct the evil, and here are be- 
tween the devil and deep water. Every blind 
unfortunate among the two thousand 
Colorado will say the same. 

Colorado 


The Federal Social Security Act has not 
affected any way. still receiving 
the same amount—twenty dollars—that 
have been receiving the past. 

There has been some talk investiga- 
tion being made among the blind this 
community, and understand few have 
been investigated and that two have been 
given increase thirty dollars month. 

totally blind and alone the world, 
and because age—sixty-seven years—I 
concerned and naturally feel that en- 
titled some consideration. the pres- 
sent time one has been call upon 
relative the matter increase. 

Colorado 


applied for assistance the blind 
January, 1935, and received twelve dollars 
month beginning February, 1936. 

The state field worker for the blind called 
was eligible for Old Age Assistance, they 
would obliged discontinue giving 
aid, and advised apply our town 
officials, which did and got prompt atten- 
tion. They sent twelve dollars Septem- 
ber 15, and notified would receive 
twenty-five dollars month two payments. 
husband also applied, and gets the same. 

lost sight 1924 when was fifty- 
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four years old. got along very well until 
the unemployment situation came, and 
course, husband not being young, there 
was not much income, and was not able 
much. 

have fought way, and now manage 
without housekeeper. Besides, some 
hand work, crocheting and forth, which 
gives little profit and helps keep 
little odd jobs now and then. 

All were sure was twelve dollars 
month; now get fifty dollars, they 
don’t change the laws again. 

own our small cottage house, that 
helps, and long keep well get 
along nicely. 

Massachusetts 


told will now have for the future. will 
only receive thirty dollars per month, old age 
pension and all, whereas have been getting 
twenty-four dollars from the old age pension 
and twenty dollars from the blind, not 
satisfactory all, this new system. 
man eighty-three years old, and all ask 
food eat and fuel keep warm. The 
woman who looks after and keeps 
house has given her wages buy the coal 
for this winter. All pay her three dollars 
per week. 

Massachusetts 


understand it, the old law governing 
the administration pensions for the blind 
far superior the new law now 
stands, for the reason that the Commission 
for the Blind took care only those mat- 
ters pertaining the welfare the blind, 
whereas under the new set up, the administra- 
tion for the welfare the citizens 
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Colorado takes care the old age pension, 
dependent children, well the welfare 
the blind and other organizations pertaining 
matters this nature. 

further believe that there great deal 
more expense the administration all 
the relief organizations than there was prior 
the enacting the new law. Observation 
has convinced that there are entirely too 
many investigators, clerks, and office help. 

Colorado 


The bill for pension for the blind, which 
passed the Indiana legislature 1935, was 
very good one and was administered very 
well through the co-operation Mr. Chad- 
wick, the Executive Secretary the Board 
Industrial Aid for the Blind, and various 
County Judges the State, without any 
extra expense the state for administration. 

The Federal Government then took 
upon themselves handle the blind pension 
the states. estimation, this state, 
least, was backward movement, inas- 
much they discontinued the granting 
new pensions this state and result 
new applicants since March have not received 
relief and will not until after the first 
October, 1936, which will the September 
payment. 

While good Federal Relief Bill for the 
sightless would wonderful thing, 
opinion, the present set date has done 
nothing but grant jobs for clerical help and 
numerous investigators, which money should 
have been paid pensions the blind. (And 
let known that for some reason other, 
make jobs, suppose, they are sending 
two investigators time call the 
applicants. 

They are very strenuous their investiga- 
tions and have let known that only 
the most needy cases will the full amount 
paid. 

They require the beneficiary the appli- 


cant for pension sign papers stating that 
the insurance applicant will used for 
burial purposes, and one has more than 
two hundred dollars insurance must either 
cash and live before pension will 
granted the policy must changed into 
paid-up policy, some change made it, 
that applicant will have only said two 
hundred dollars insurance and this either 
turned over the Security Board, the 
papers signed stating that will used 
above stated. 

This seems quite unfair, sightless per- 
son has through the years made every effort 
protect his family carrying insurance 
for them, and then compelled lose all 
over the two hundred dollars order re- 
ceive pension, which compensate one 
for the loss sight. 

The purpose the Indiana bill was 
grant relief the sightless compensate for 
the handicap blindness, thereby helping 
them things life, whereas the Federal 
bill deliberately denies the aid they are able 
anything whatsoever, which has never 
been the Indiana idea. 

The pensions which were granted under 
the Board Industrial Aid for the Blind, 
are being continued date, and have ren- 
dered great service those receiving them. 
These, however, are being investigated again, 
and changes will made, doubt some will 
entirely cancelled, some increased and 
some decreased. 

yet, there has positively been relief 
from the new set-up. would rather say that 
has been six months’ set-back, and In- 
diana already had surplus with which 
pay these pensions had not the new security 
bill become effective. 


Indiana 


The Federal Social Security Act, operat- 
ing under the new Indiana State law for 
benefits for the blind, responsible for the 
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benefit being withdrawn, which was granted 
under the former law. When case 
was thoroughly investigated under this first 
law, the information being given that 
small personal income varied amount, and 
might occasionally the future, more 
than was the time investigation, was 
granted about one-third the maximum 
benefit, for which was deeply grateful. The 
investigators were most sympathetic, and 
was given the impression that the State 
wanted the blind beneficiaries have little 
more than the bare necessities life. was 
told one old gentleman, whose son was 
able provide the necessities for him, and 
some the simple comforts, but they granted 
him little assistance, order that might 
have few additional comforts and pleasures 
that was able enjoy. The amount re- 
ceived was great comfort me, and 
measure helped compensate for the phys- 
ical handicap and mental suffering which 
the portion those who have experienced 
the loss vision. 

has happened that little income 
has been more this year than was when 
case was first investigated under the former 
law. after re-investigation under the new 
law, the entire amount benefit was 
withdrawn, which was great shock me. 
This would not have occurred the first 
law had been effect for reasons which 
have already stated. will now several 
months before receive another check, and 
must practice the same economy have 
the past, not knowing what next check 
will be. Considering the increased cost 
living and the fact that the relative who gives 
shelter has the present been having less 
than three days week employment, will 
feel that necessary deny myself many 
small comforts (not luxuries) that had 
planned enjoy this winter, but cannot now 
because benefit has been taken from me. 
means that for awhile will have forego 
the pleasure the new radio very much 
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wanted. The one have old style model, 
and beginning wear out, though has 
been repaired lately. 

seems that under this new law, con- 
trolled the Federal Social Security Act, 
that blind applicants can only expect 
granted aid for the bare necessities. see 
reason why these benefits should 
ered being especially for the blind, when 
more granted than received others 
applying for relief, who are fortunate 
still have their vision. Frankly, not 
understand why re-organization and re-in- 
vestigation were all necessary. This neces- 
sitated additional expenses, which might have 
been given the applicants. 

Indiana 


must say that, the way the present Se- 
curity Act Indiana drawn, has been 
detriment me. happens that was the 
owner dwelling house this city which 
was terrible condition, about ready 
fall down, and practically worthless the 
market. have two sons who are trying get 
education. They follow trade between 
times, and help also. wife not able 
work, and these sons financed the remodel- 
ing home, but did not give them 
mortgage deed. 

Now, the state comes along after had 
been receiving relief for several months and 
takes the relief away from because re- 
fuse sign over home the state. 

think this provision the law 
unfair law can be. protects the waste- 
ful, improvident and extravagant persons, 
who never did save dollar, gives them re- 
lief and turns down the man who has tried 
save when was able so, and gives 
him relief unless sign over property 
which really not his own. there 
way which law can drawn have 
some sense fairness then think should 
wiped off the statute books entirely. 
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know number other cases similar 
mine, and find that they are reluctant 
sign away home, the last prop- 
erty they have earth, order receive 
relief which itself might withdrawn 
there would change legislation. 

For the above reasons not think much 
the law. seems follow the line 
much the social service legislation and 
other aid handed out our government, 
which puts premium upon improvidence 
and penalizes thrift. 

Indiana 


far know, the new Act not 
operation very extensively yet. From what 
can learn from not believe that 
beneficial the blind our regional 
state bill was, because instead assisting 
the blind help make for their incapacity 
result their handicap, virtually 
makes paupers out them order re- 
ceive any benefits under this act. Under this 
act, one cannot possess any property, per- 
sonal real, insurance exceed two 
hundred dollars without being required 
sign over the State, order receive 
small monthly allowance which not ade- 
quate support one according American 
standards living. 

believe that large majority the blind 
would far rather allowed take their 
place society doing whatever work they 
are able do, and then have small monthly 
allowance granted help make for their 
handicap. this way would help them 
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solve their own problems more than the 
present Federal Social Security Act will, be- 
cause the case the blind, you are deal- 
ing with men and women, large majority 
whom are still the younger part their 
lives; therefore the conditions are different 
from those the aged who have already 
passed the meridian their lives. 
Indiana 


When our Blind Relief bill was handled 
the Board Industrial Aid for the 
Blind was for the first three months 
that was effect, operated much more 
efficiently and satisfactorily than the pres- 
ent time. The main reason see is, 
the Board Industrial Aid has records 
every blind person throughout the state, and 
through its field workers has better oppor- 
tunity coming into contact with and under- 
standing their needs and circumstances. 

The present board absolutely disregarded 
the thorough investigations the Board In- 
dustrial Aid made, and are investigating for 
themselves, and word, they have done 
absolutely nothing. 

Now please understand that believe 
thorough investigations, but some the 
things this present board doing are nothing 
short ridiculous. Judging from all the 
seemingly silly things they do, one would 
think that they were endeavoring estab- 
lish every blind person’s right one- 
hundred-thousand-dollar estate. 


Indiana 
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RESTHAVEN 


ESTHAVEN which has just completed 

its fourteenth season summer home 
for blind women, unique among vacation 
vidual instead organization. 

Some years ago Mr. Migel realized 
that vacation facilities for blind women were 
insufficient for the need and that there were 
many who, for some reason, could not ac- 
commodated the usual camps for blind 
people, yet could not afford regular 
summer resort. felt that would like 
have these people his guests and acquired 
property not far from his own summer 
home that might personally their 
host degree which would not have been 
possible had they been farther away. 

Resthaven lies the foothills the 
Ramapo Mountains near Monroe, New York. 
The grounds include five acres woodland 
which can found almost every variety 
tree which will grow this climate. The 
comfortable house surrounded spacious 
lawns, and the grape arbor and the rose 
arbor are special attractions. 

Resthaven open blind women over 
sixteen years age who would otherwise 
unable enjoy restful vacation the 
country. While most the guests live New 
York City, some have come from New Jersey, 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Pennsyl- 
vania. course necessary that the guest 
should sufficiently good health not 
need nursing care, and also that she should 
sufficiently independent not require the 
full-time services guide. The problem 
guide service solved including among 


for invitations Resthaven 
should addressed Mrs. Amelia Bond, 654 
Madison Avenue, New York City. 


the thirty-five guests, which the house can 
accommodate one time, five six sighted 
women who are accepted the same 
basis the other guests. 

Each group thirty-five invited 
spend eighteen days which, with time allowed 
for arrivals, departures, and necessary house- 
keeping arrangements between groups, makes 
possible invite new group every three 
weeks. Railway transportation between New 
York City and Resthaven supplied with- 
out expense the guests. The season lasts 
from the middle June the middle 
September and approximately 140 guests are 
entertained each year. Many depend Rest- 
haven for their only summer outing and re- 
turn eagerly year after year, arranging 
the same group with their friends pre- 
vious summers. 

The atmosphere much possible 
like that private home. Meals are served 
they would comfortable home, and 
special effort made include the 
menus certain delicacies which are not likely 
frequently enjoyed those limited 
means. Fresh vegetables, fruit, milk, and 
eggs are supplied from Mr. Migel’s country 
estate nearby. Every effort made pro- 
vide for the comfort the guests, and there 
are practically formal rules restrictions. 

“Some people tell spoil them,” says 
Mr. Migel, “but say, ‘Let them spoiled 
for eighteen days out the year.’ want 
them happy our guests.” 

The same spirit hospitality characterizes 
the day-by-day activities Resthaven. There 
are formally organized activities for 
recreation instruction, but swimming, long 
walks, dancing and bridge fill the time, and 
many happy hours are spent conversation 
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over handwork. professional entertainer, 
who himself blind, gives performance 
for each group, and amateur talent from the 
summer residents the surrounding com- 
munity, well from among the guests, 
fills many evenings. Mr. and Mrs. Migel are 
frequent visitors and enjoy the pleasures 
their guests. 

difficult estimate adequately the 
effect Resthaven the lives those who 
there. Naturally the outdoor life, plentiful, 
wholesome food, and opportunities for rest 
and relaxation effect marked improvement 
the health and physical well-being every 
visitor. But less easy measure the in- 
tangible values—the happy friendships which 
lead correspondence through the long win- 
ter months; the enriching experience 
participating group activities the develop- 
ment self-confidence among the newly- 
blinded and those whose lives are isolated. 
These are the essential values Resthaven. 


FEDERAL ADMINISTRATION 
STAND CONCESSIONS 


September and 15, two-day con- 
ference was held Washington, C., 
make preliminary plans for the administra- 
tion the recently enacted Randolph-Shep- 
pard law, which permits blind persons 
operate stands Federal buildings. 

The conference was held under the aus- 
pices the Office Education, and 
Mr. John Kratz, Chief the Federal 
Vocational Education Board, acted Chair- 
man. Representatives several state com- 
missions for the blind and state civilian re- 
habilitation departments were present. 

The discussion covered the different poli- 
cies which have been followed placing blind 
persons stand concessions public build- 
ings, and experiences various states and 
Canada were reported. 

Under the new law the Office Educa- 
tion will designate licensing agency each 


state which will have authority issue li- 
censes blind persons for the operation 
stances, states which have state commis- 
sions for the blind, such commissions will 
designated licensing agencies. states 
which have commission for the blind, the 
state department civilian rehabilitation 
some other appropriate agency will desig- 
nated. Licensing agencies will probably 
expected provide appropriate stand equip- 
ment well the initial stock. 

Mr. Kratz, whose hands the actual work 
administering the act has been placed, 
assured the conference that the law would 
put into effect soon administrative 
procedures could set up. 

According the law, half the em- 
ployees the Federal department charge 
administration the Randolph-Sheppard 
law are blind. understand that 
the intention the Government carry out 
this requirement faithfully the profes- 
sional well the clerical part the 
staff. 


WPA PROJECT FOR BRAILLE 


project under the 
Works Progress Administration being 
sponsored the Wisconsin State Board 
Control. 

The project began with intensive training 
fifteen blind partially blind persons who 
were already familiar with braille. After 
two-weeks’ course methods teaching 
braille, these workers were assigned teach 
braille transcribing groups sighted 
workers various cities Wisconsin. 

The literature transcribed will in- 
clude material needed for classroom teaching 
the school for the blind, selected short 
stories from current popular magazines, and 
professional articles for the use home 
teachers. Every care will taken not dup- 
licate material already available braille. 
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REVEREND WILSON 


The Reverend Wilson Kansas, 
widely known ministerial circles and 
among the blind, passed away May 16, 
1936, Brooksville, Florida, where was 
serving minister the First Christian 
Church. 

Mr. Wilson was blind from early youth. 
His high school education was obtained 
the Ohio and Kansas state schools for the 
blind. From school days on, wherever 
was called, the ministry, sought out 
the blind, assuming their problems duty 
next importance only the duties his 
profession. was one those who were 
instrumental the organization the 
Kansas State Association for the Blind, 
which was president for number 
years, and the American Association 
Workers for the Blind. was also in- 
strumental securing commission for the 
blind and other important legislation 
Kansas. 

His influence will long felt the Kan- 
sas State School for the Blind where and 
his wife, Mrs. Eleanor Wilson, his most 
faithful and efficient helper, served for eight 
and one-half years. 

One his greatest assets was his social 
ability, requisite which many who 
not see sadly lack. one could tell better 
joke “taller” story than he. His wit was 
ever ready make fun any bad situa- 
tions arising from his handicap, changing 
pity admiration and grieving enjoy- 
ment. 

Mr. Wilson will greatly missed 
many friends all walks life. 


VAN DEMAN 


ORTHOPTIC TRAINING CLINIC 


The Buffalo Sight Conservation Clinic for 
Children with Crossed Eyes was opened 
June through the co-operation four 
organizations, the Buffalo Sight Conserva- 
tion Society, the Wettlaufer Clinic, the Visit- 
ing Nursing Association, and the Buffalo 
Association for the Blind. 

Space for the Clinic has been supplied 
the Association for the Blind, and the rooms 
have been decorated with particular attention 
the tastes children. Gay colors, amusing 
pictures, and variety toys and games 
provide cheerful atmosphere quite different 
from that the usual hospital clinic wait- 
ing room. 

The Clinic open two afternoons week. 
believed that these special features, de- 
signed particularly for children, will facilitate 
the treatment children who have crossed 
eyes, treatment which best long pro- 
tracted process. 


SELECTED READINGS HEBREW 


Hebrew Chrestomathy, compiled and 
edited Rabbi Harry Brevis, has recently 
been published braille the American 
Printing House for the Blind for the Library 
Congress, and available sightless 
readers Hebrew through the braille li- 
braries. its name implies, the Chresto- 
mathy collection choice passages rep- 
resentative the various types Hebrew 
literature, and intended primarily for 
readers who are process acquiring the 
Hebrew language. 

Rabbi Brevis’s Chrestomathy contains ex- 
cerpts from the Bible, Ethics the Fathers, 
the Prayer Book, and number short 
stories and poems from modern Hebrew 
literature. Readers without any knowledge 
Hebrew will find the introductory material 
and English translations Hebrew texts 
helpful. 
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SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 


The Scholarship Committee the Amer- 
ican Foundation for the Blind has announced 
the following awards for the academic year 
1936-1937. 

Ten William Nelson Cromwell Scholar- 
ships to: Gladys Anderson, Ohio; Troy Gib- 
son Couey, Robert Day, New 
York; Cecil Hartselle, Indiana; Fannie 
Libbey, Maine; Anthony Nello Manone, 
Pennsylvania; Martha Bell Miller, Ohio; 
Diedrich Ramke, Louisiana; George Ray- 
mond Reed, District Columbia; Rose 
Weinstein, Maryland. 

Four William Briggs Scholarships to: 
Dallas William Lynn, North Dor- 
othy Mae McCutchan, Iowa; Prudence Tay- 
lor Patterson, New York; James Leroy 
Soderberg, Wisconsin. 

Foundation scholarships to: Helen 
Kaploniak, New Jersey; Ralph Steven- 
son, 


TALKING BOOK PROJECT 


The Library Congress Talking Book 
project, made possible allocation 
WPA funds, has manufactured date about 
six thousand special-model Talking Book 
reproducers which, though they remain the 
property the United States government, 
are loaned for indeterminate periods blind 
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persons all over the country who cannot af- 
ford buy them. far five thousand 
these machines have been distributed through 
the co-operation state and private agencies 
for the blind. The project under the joint 
sponsorship the Library Congress and 
the American Foundation for the Blind. 

The WPA Talking Book factory has been 
operation for nine months and employs 
nearly three hundred men, among whom are 
six who are blind. Practically all final inspec- 
tion and testing handled blind workers, 
and some are engaged assembly opera- 
tions. The six blind men vary age from 
thirty fifty-five. 


EMPLOYMENT SERVICE 


The American Foundation for the Blind 
has recently re-organized and expanded its 
Employment Service for filling positions 
work for the blind. 

Social workers, home teachers, workshop 
managers, teachers the young blind, and 
others desirous obtaining staff positions 
agencies for the blind changing their posi- 
tions are invited file statements their 
qualifications with the Foundation. 

Superintendents and other executives who 
have staff vacancies fill are urged notify 
the Foundation regarding the type posi- 
tion open, the salary paid, and the mini- 
mum qualifications required. Upon receiving 
notification such vacancy, the Founda- 
tion will select, from the workers registered, 
those whose qualifications appear make 
them eligible for the position question, 
and will forward their statements train- 
ing and experience the prospective em- 
ployer. The employer can then carry di- 
rect negotiations with those who seem 
best suited his requirements. 

This confidential service offered with- 
out charge obligation either employer 
applicant. Address: Employment Service, 
American Foundation for the Blind, West 
16th St., New York, 
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NOTES FROM THE FOUNDATION LIBRARY 


The items mentioned this page may borrowed without charge from the Reference 
Lending Library the American for the Blind. 


Contribution the discussion the Ob- 
stacle Sense given the magazine, Forum, 
for August, 1936. the article, “How the 
Blind See,” Gabriel Farrell, the writer 
tells some his own observations Super- 
intendent Perkins Institution, cases 
where has noticed his own pupils depend- 
ing the so-called “Sixth Sense.” report 
given results from discussions between 
teachers the blind and also between 
groups blind graduate students. The 
author concludes with discussion early 
and recent literature the subject. 


the book, and Invalids, James 
Kemble, recently published Doubleday, 
Doran and Co., find one chapter called 
“John Milton and His Blindness.” The 
writer, who English physician note, 
discussing the often-raised question 
what was the real cause Milton’s blind- 
ness. the basis well-known facts from 
the poet’s life, and statements found 
his writings, the conclusion reached that 
Milton suffered from glaucoma. 


The Survey-Graphic for May, 1936, con- 
tains the article, “School Days With Helen 
Keller,” Robert Moulton, which 
the writer retells “memories thirty years 
ago when Helen Keller, deaf 
began explore and enjoy the outdoor 
world—a playtime chapter the story 
remarkable education.” Readers familiar 
with the extent literature about Helen 
Keller will find this article change from 
most this literature, that portrays 
Helen Keller very young girl, taking 
part the regular sports youth and suf- 
fering the regular youthful mishaps, when 
the tandem bicycle which she riding 


overturns and the bob-sled upsets snow 
drift. 


“The Good Companions,” found the 
Cosmopolitan for August, 1936, 
the name article Alexander Wooll- 
cott describing the work the Seeing Eye 
dogs. After deploring the lack co-opera- 
tion and understanding sometimes found 
the families blind men who are using 
these dogs, Mr. Woollcott goes tell the 
story the founding the Seeing Eye or- 
ganization, and how himself became ac- 
quainted with it. the News-Week for 
May 1936, there are several pictures illus- 
trating the training the dogs the See- 
ing Eye Morristown, 


The Summer, 1936, issue the Key Re- 
porter carries the story Katherine Smith, 
Vassar graduate 1927, who, spite her 
blindness, has been newspaper woman for 
nine years. Miss Smith now going 
South America cover the Pan-American 
Peace Conference Buenos Aires for the 
Buffalo Courier-Express. 


The Lutheran, published Philadelphia, 
Pa., contains, its June 18, 1936, issue, the 
article, “Talking Books for the Blind,” 
Mrs. William Snyder. The attitude the 
Lutheran Church toward its blind members 
discussed. 


The college paper Grinnell and You for 
February, 1936, the article, Grinnellan 
Pioneers Another Field Service,” 
Miriam Spaulding, tells the story Mrs. 
Ethel Towne Holmes and her service for 
the blind Executive Secretary for the 
Commission for the Blind Iowa. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 


News items from agencies for the blind all parts the country are desired 
for these pages. All manuscripts should the Editor’s hands four weeks 
before the date publication. 


Pennsylvania Home Teaching Dr. Edward Ellett Memphis, Ten- 
lowing the resignation Dr. James has been elected member the So- 
from the presidency the Society, the Board Directors succeed the late dolla 
ing resolution was adopted: “The Board Dr. William Wilmer Baltimore, Mary- 


tive 
Managers the Pennsylvania Home Teaching Dr. Ellett graduate the University 
Society and Free Circulating Library for the Pennsylvania and has been member the adde 
Blind desires place its permanent records American Ophthalmological Society since mod 
land adjacent the Institute, which bein 
season and out, the purposes the organization mar 
were always uppermost his mind, and gave 
its increasing activities timely thought and correlated with the course 
attention that, after his retirement, the work the curriculum. 
was sounder basis than had been for Washington State Blind Association—A pic- 
many years. regret that felt had was held August Priest Point Park 
retire, but his devotion and activities were such Olympia. Two hundred blind persons and ing 
with pleasure that say that shall counties from the western part the 
have the influence his name President were present. the 
present officers the Board are: President, Perkins Institution—Camp Allen girls 
Burton Chance, M.D.; Honorary President, the first prize one hundred dollars for their ne\ 
James Anders, M.D., LL.D.; Vice-Presi- “stunt” the International Lions Convocation giv 
dents, Ellis Gimbel, Clinton Rogers Wood- Providence, Rhode Island, and were the 
ruff; Treasurer, Pearl Reckless; Secretary, tained the Touraine, Boston, 
Ruth Sargent. June Miss Sophy Manager their trip and from Providence. 
Forward joined the staff the Society The Harvard Class for this year will 
time home teacher working the Philadelphia sist eight young and five young men, bli 
area. Miss Forward’s training for this work the latter being from Turkey 
included the Perkins-Harvard Course and the for the year 1936-37 include the 
Home Teachers’ Training Course Overbrook, following: Edward Waterhouse, former 
Philadelphia branch the Family Society. absence two years Mrs. Waterhouse, who 
the Royer-Greaves School for the Blind full-time basis; Armand Michaud, graduate 
Miss Gladys Norman Collingdale began work Manley, graduate the Wheelock School 
WPA home teacher Delaware County. and for some time the staff the Boston 
Nursery for Blind Josephine Taylor, 
National Society for Prevention Blindness formerly with the Arthur Sunshine Home and 
—The annual conference the Society will Nursery School; Marion Damren, who will 


held Columbus, Ohio, December the Girls’ Manual Training Depart- 
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ment; and Miriam Phipps, who will assist 
the Boys’ Manual Training Department. 


Arizona School for the Deaf and Blind— 
Completion laboratory its new classroom 
building has permitted the School add gen- 
eral science courses its curriculum, and 
instruct older children both physics and 
chemistry. The laboratory has been constructed 
the second floor the ninety-thousand- 
dollar building, which also contains administra- 
tive offices for the Institution. Domestic 
Science Department for older girls has also been 
added. old classroom: building has been re- 


modelled and converted into dormitory for 


children between the ages five and twelve 
years. Anticipated enlargements the cur- 
riculum include agriculture, home-making, and 
training. 


Territorial Committee Work for the 
Blind (Hawaii)—Twenty students attended 
Hawaii’s first 
school for the blind. Leather work and the mak- 
ing door mats were among the subjects 
taught. The purpose the school was in- 
struct the blind workers practical crafts which 
they could follow their own homes. 


Idaho Progressive Society the Blind—The 
news bulletin published this Society has been 
given the title, name suggested 
the Honorable Ben Ross, Governor the 
State. The Society plans represented 
the State Fair Boise with booth which 
will display variety articles made the 
blind people Idaho. 


Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruction 
the Blind—His thousands friends will 
sorry hear that, owing the increasingly 
full program work the past three years, 
and the extra strain which this last summer im- 
posed, Dr. Burritt suffered breakdown 
August 13. sincerely hoped that good rest 
will restore him his former good health. 
Mr. Albert Cowgill has been appointed Act- 
ing Principal. Miss Mary Quinn’s former 
students and many friends are sorry learn 
that she retiring after long period very 
capable service. Her successor teacher 


third-grade girls Miss Hazel Andrews, for- 
merly director physical education Over- 
brook. Miss Andrews has been teaching for the 
past year the Salem (Oregon) School for 
the Blind. Miss McIntyre has elected 
retire after serving the school stereotyper, 
editor material brailled, head the 
Home Teachers’ course, and librarian, for the 
past twenty-five years. Librarian’s duties will 
taken over Miss Josephine Lee Chrysler, 
for twenty-one years principal the girls’ 
school. Mrs. Ethel Arthur, teacher his- 
tory and geography the junior and senior high 
school classes, will assume Miss Chrysler’s 
duties girls’ principal. new member 
the staff Mr. Donald who 
will take the place Mr. Harrison Mat- 
singer, teacher science, mathematics, and 
poultry husbandry. Miss Mildred Washburn has 
been appointed resident nurse succeed Miss 
Mary Louise During the illness 
and absence Miss Florence Luca, Mr. 
John Forbes has ably carried the work 
braille librarian. Mr. Isaac Cornblum, Over- 
brook graduate and graduate the University 
Pennsylvania, will teach few classes 
history Overbrook this term and continue his 
studies the University, preparing for his 
Master’s degree. 


Arthur Sunshine Home and Nursery School 
for the Blind—During the summer number 
professional workers for the blind visited the 
Home. Among them were: Miss Harriet 
Totman the Braille and Sight-Saving Classes 
Cleveland, Ohio; Miss Lucille Goldthwaite, 
Librarian for the Blind the New York 
Public Library; Mr. Hamilton, Super- 
intendent the State School for the Blind, 
Batavia, Y.; Miss Lotta Rand and Mrs. 
Ida Hirst-Gifford the American Foundation 
for the Blind, and Miss Antoinette Nash and 
others the New York Association for the 
Blind. The first publication connection 
with the research program the Home now 
available. The Spoken Language the 
Blind Pre-school Child: Study Method, 
Kathryn Erroll Maxfield, Ph.D., published 
Columbia University the Archives Psy- 
chology. 
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BOOK NEWS 


TEACHING ENGLISH LITERATURE, 
Kenneth Longsdorf, A.B., A.M., and 
TEACHING PENCIL WRITING, 
Leslie Eggleston, A.B. Monograph Num- 
ber The New York Institute for the 
Blind Series. 


Aims Teaching English Literature, dis- 
cussing aims teaching English literature, 
and, course, having something say 
about methods, finally subordinates them 
both the teacher who “shares with his 
pupils vital intellectual Mr. Longs- 
dorf, head the English Department the 
New York Institute for the Education the 
Blind, and formerly teacher English 
schools for the sighted, believes that objec- 
tives literary endeavor are essentially the 
same among students who see among those 
who not, and corroborates his conviction 
statements from other teachers wide 
experience. 

After convincing quotations attesting the 
tremendous opportunities the field Eng- 
lish, and the increasingly important 
playing, answers two questions 
authoritative manner. What literature? 
What literary appreciation? these re- 
plies the great end literary study clearly 
stated: The enriching the student’s world 
ideas. 

The writer points out the way success- 
fully approaching English literature the 
classroom, and then deals with character de- 
velopment, asserting that should by- 
product. length ready outline 
specific aims, some which are discussed 
detail. Emphatically impressed upon the 
reader the necessity approaching litera- 
ture with the idea enjoyment, the abiding 
satisfaction that comes when books reveal 
their power widen our range interest. 
This discovered, legitimate object 


arouse the pupil love books sufficiently 
ardent become lifetime pursuit. The 
purpose inculcating sensitivity literary 
style set forth with the method that Mr, 
Longsdorf has found most successful. 
this exposition was good see that the 
guidance the sympathetic teacher con- 
sidered indispensable. Other aims concern 
helping students share the emotional ex- 
periences the authors books, and assist- 
ing them gain factual backgrounds neces- 
sary for adequate understanding. 

How difficult convince the student 
the potential values literature ad- 
mitted the introduction, where read 
that the nature literature itself and the 
nature the student form problems the 
successful teaching the most enjoyable 
subjects. With the appreciation literature 
depending upon fullness experience, youth 
necessity handicapped. 

Such being the case, the subject all the 
methods that will ensure success. Mr. Longs- 
dorf gives aid this respect outlining 
general principles, well-known laws learn- 
ing, and giving suggestions for achieving 
objectives, listing fifteen practical recom- 
mendations. These are for the teacher 
English literature any classroom. 

Practical suggestions are also given 
sighted teachers the blind, and some meth- 
ods procedure English classes 
school for the blind, since readjustment 
the lack sight the pupil inevitable. 
The writer this review, teacher Eng- 
lish Perkins Institution, has been inter- 
ested noting among suggestions and meth- 
ods, those which she, too, has found means 
desirable ends. She can heartily assent 
the need for oral teaching and dictation, and 
the importance braille-writer, slate, and 
adequate supply braille books; also, 
the usefulness oral book reports class, 
the supplementary aid that the Talking Book 
renders, and the practical use The Read- 
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Digest. The quotation from Mr. Smead 
concerning the desirability reading the 
pupils the best prose and poetry, and en- 
couraging them learn and recite speci- 
mens the same seems the truth extremely 
well spoken. 

The prospect today achieving the aims 
discussed this article encouraging, for 
every hand earnest effort made hold 
fast the best methods instruction, 
whether proved long use discovered 
recently. The requirements the College 
Entrance Examination Board stress the aim 
enjoyment reading the most en- 
couraging manner. 

How the teacher may grow discussed 
the conclusion. would dynamic, 
nice adjustment enthusiasm and carefully 
conceived plans important. Most neces- 
sary all things his wide reading the 
best literature, for therein the teacher 
well the pupil finds knowledge and power. 

Haven 


The Teaching Pencil Writing Mr. 
Eggleston conscientious attempt eval- 
uate pencil writing for blind people. The 
subject needs brought the attention 
educators the blind, for the art has 
been rejected the schools without sufficient 
consideration its value students. 

Perkins Institution exception this 
statement for pencil writing has been taught 
from the beginning the history the 
school. Who originated the method 
not know, but the system was used Laura 
Bridgman, who came 1837, and many 
samples her handwriting have been pre- 
served. Apparently she used the same sort 
grooved board now employed. The system 
and the method thus antedate Helen Keller 
many years, and Mr. Eggleston wrong 
assigning pencil writing Perkins 
late date does. Superintendents seem 
have rejected this kind writing mostly 
the ground that took extraordinary 


amount time learn, and there was not 
time for our crowded courses study. 
This feeling based too little evidence. 
Second- and third-grade children Perkins 
are taught writing just seeing children 
would be, and the time required learn 
write not very different from that for the 
ordinary child. Possibly fifteen minutes 
day less given the lessons, and the 
interested teacher can make them game 
and recreation. After this, extra time 
need given writing writing, since 
the practice afforded spelling composi- 
tion lessons can made sufficient without 
the least neglecting braille. 

Mr. Eggleston rightly takes the prac- 
tical worth the subject, for this all con- 
clusions depend. shows the different 
opinions that have been brought out the 
discussions conventions. Perkins 
believe the art writing certainly worth 
while. the first place, takes away that 
stigma apparent illiteracy which comes 
from being obliged sign documents thus: 
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Also pencil writing has social value which 
the typewriter cannot Our students 
use their ability constantly social notes— 
invitations, regrets, notes condolence, 
Christmas and birthday greetings—all 
which are much more gracefully done with 
the handwritten note. Once, one depart- 
ment the school, pencil writing was given 
for time, but was soon put back into 
the curriculum the request the pupils. 

Next, the author the monograph takes 
the oft-discussed point round-hand, 
script, versus square-hand. certainly 
correct saying that seeing person can, 
closing his eyes, put himself into the place 
one without sight judge his difficulties. 
His reasons, however, for preferring script 
square-hand are somewhat inadequate. 
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“Tt is,” says, “the normal natural form 
which writing usually takes.” Natural, yes, 
for seeing persons, but teachers the 
blind need careful that not push 
too far the argument doing things like 
seeing people. not similar the one 
which bolstered Roman Line Type for 
many years, and prevented the use braille, 
quoting Valentin dictum, “You must 
make many contacts you can between 
the blind and Just braille bet- 
ter adapted fingers than raised letters 
such the seeing use, square-hand 
better adapted blind children’s use than 
script round-hand. Why, also, should 
blind children obliged learn the far 
more difficult script, when the square letter 
—neat, legible, attractive, and not very dif- 
ferent from the popular manuscript writ- 
ing—is far more easily learned? 

Perkins, round-hand has often been 
successfully taught, Mr. Eggleston has 
done, but, his case, the more capable 
students, those already acquainted with 
script writing the days when they could 
see. such persons wish retain their al- 
ready acquired handwriting, they should 
all means allowed and encouraged 
so. But system taught all chil- 
dren school for the blind, square-hand 
has much its favor. There are very few 
children with such poor use hands not 
able learn square-hand, and, more- 
over, true that, since the simple rules for 
each letter can easily committed mem- 
ory and soon become automatic, and the 
“right, left, up, down,” movements are easily 
made, square-hand can retained without 
difficulty after school days, while round-hand, 
involving curves which are difficult and in- 
exact make, soon deteriorates and becomes 
illegible. Square-hand requires very little 
practice keep good and legible use. 
That, indeed, the test any system 
writing for the blind. How long, and how 
easily and well will they retain it? 


Unfortunately, the sample square-hand 
writing which reproduced Mr. 
ston’s very poor one, and does not 
show the system advantage. Perkins 
teacher would accept from her pupils 
satisfactory, while she could show many ex- 
amples writing totally blind pupils, 
regular, definite, and pleasing the 
Many such samples were shown the spring 
1936 one our expert teachers, 
handwriting exhibit Boston. 

The method for teaching script writing, 
described Mr. Eggleston, elaborate, and 
doubtless, his hands, efficient, though 
seems complicated and rather difficult one 
used the simplicity the method teach- 
ing square writing. The guide uses 
apparently not very different from the time- 
honored one used Perkins for decades, 
and though the author objects somewhat 
the “washboard” effect made pressing the 
paper into the grooves, nothing really better 
has been devised during all the years that 
handwriting for the blind has been studied. 
Certainly the Vienna system cannot compare 
efficiency. 

Such investigations into the methods 
teaching Mr. Eggleston has made are very 
worth while, when made open-minded 
spirit research. hope see more 
them. But, having taught pencil writing 
Perkins for many years, and having seen the 
results expert teaching for many more, 
the present writer, while appreciating this 
painstaking attempt, feels obliged differ 
from some the conclusions which the 
paper arrives. 
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